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The Evolution of Modern Television

Date: May 3, 2026  Topic: Streaming, Binge-Watching and Second Screens Is TV even “TV" anymore? In this en...

LEARNING OBJECTIVES
¢ |dentify key trends in modern media consumption and streaming platforms.

e Scan complex texts to locate specific details about digital viewing habits.
e Express and defend personal opinions regarding the impact of digital media.

VOCABULARY

Word

binge-watching
(noun)

streaming
(noun)

algorithm (noun)

second screen
(noun)

content (noun)

platform (noun)

subscription
(noun)

Definition

the practice of watching multiple
episodes of a television program in rapid
succession

a method of transmitting or receiving
data over the internet as a steady,
continuous flow

a process or set of rules to be followed
by a computer in calculations or
problem-solving

an additional electronic device used by a
viewer while watching television

the information and experiences that are
directed toward an end-user or audience

a service or site that hosts and delivers
digital media to users

an arrangement to receive a service
regularly by paying in advance

Example

After a long week at work, | spent my
Saturday binge-watching a new thriller
series.

High-speed internet is essential for
high-quality video streaming without
buffering.

The Netflix algorithm suggested a
documentary based on my interest in
history.

| often use my phone as a second
screen to check facts while watching
the news.

Streaming services are investing
billions of dollars to create original
content.

Which platform do you prefer for
watching movies: Disney+ or Amazon
Prime?

| decided to cancel my subscription
because | wasn't watching enough
shows.



Word Definition Example

. having qualities that’'make a show . . .
binge-worthy . 94 . . That new sci-fi drama is so binge-
particularly suitable for watching many

(adjective) . worthy that I finished it in two days.
episodes at once

GRAMMAR & KEY CONCEPTS

Present Perfect Continuous

Used to describe an activity that started in the past and is still happening now, or has a result in
the present. It is often used with 'for' or 'since' to talk about viewing habits.

e | have been streaming this series since this morning.
e They have been using their phones as second screens all evening.

READING PASSAGE

The landscape of home entertainment has shifted dramatically over the last decade.
Gone are the days of waiting a full week for a new episode of a favorite show. Instead, we
have entered the era of binge-watching, where viewers consume entire seasons in a
single weekend. This change is driven primarily by the rise of streaming services that
offer vast libraries of media at our fingertips. Unlike traditional linear television, a modern
platform allows users to choose exactly what they want to watch and when they want to
watch it. This convenience is often managed through a monthly subscription model,
which has largely replaced the need for expensive cable packages. One of the most
fascinating aspects of this digital revolution is the role of the algorithm. These complex
computer programs analyze our previous viewing habits to suggest new content that we
are likely to enjoy. This has led to the global success of international shows that might
have previously gone unnoticed. However, our interaction with media has also become
more fragmented. Many viewers now engage in the 'dual-screen' experience, using a
second screen—such as a smartphone or tablet—to browse social media or look up
actors while the main show is playing. This behavior changes how we process
information and interact with stories. Producers are now focused on creating shows that
are specifically binge-worthy, featuring cliffhangers and fast-paced plots designed to
keep the audience hooked. While this provides endless entertainment, some critics argue



it reduces the social 'water cooler' effect where everyone discussed the same episode at
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PRACTICE EXERCISES

1. What is the primary driver of the shift from linear TV to modern viewing?

A) The rise of streaming services B) The decrease in internet speeds

C) The popularity of radio D) The increase in cable TV prices
2. What does a 'second screen' refer to in the context of the lesson?

A) A second television in another room B) A computer monitor for gaming

C) Using a phone or tablet while watching TV D) A backup screen in case the main one breaks
3. How do platforms suggest hew shows to their users?

A) By calling customers on the phone B) By using algorithms to analyze habits

C) By sending physical catalogs D) By asking the user's friends
4. What is a major change in how viewers pay for media?

A) Paying per episode in cash B) Watching for free with no ads

C) Switching to monthly subscriptions D) Trading physical DVDs

5. What kind of plot is typical for a 'binge-worthy' show?

A) Slow and educational B) Fast-paced with cliffhangers

C) Repetitive and predictable D) Short and unrelated episodes
6. | spent the whole weekend my favorite series on Netflix.
7.The___recommended a French thriller because | watched a similar show last week.
8. Most people now have at least one to a digital media service.
9. The YouTube ____ hosts millions of hours of user-generated videos.

10. Watching a video via requires a stable internet connection.



